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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Order of Worship     September 13, 2026 
 

Reflection 
Wherever we are, we can know not only that God is there 
but that He is pursuing us with His mercy and with His 
goodness. 

- R.C. Sproul 
Prelude 
As worship begins, please silence your electronic devices. 
 
Call to Worship                       Psalm 33 
Leader: Sing joyfully to the LORD, you righteous, it is 
fitting for the upright to praise him. 
People: Sing to him a new song; play skillfully and 
shout for joy! 
Leader: For the word of the LORD is right and true; he is 
faithful in all he does. 
People: The LORD loves righteousness and 
justice; the earth is full of his unfailing love. 
 
Song        When Morning Gilds the Skies 

When morning gilds the skies, 
My heart awaking cries 

May Jesus Christ be praised: 
Alike at work and prayer 

To Jesus I repair; 
May Jesus Christ be praised. 
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When sleep her balm denies, 

My silent spirit sighs, 
May Jesus Christ be praised: 
When evil thoughts molest, 
With this I shield my breast, 
May Jesus Christ be praised. 

 
Does sadness fill my mind? 

A solace here I find, 
May Jesus Christ be praised: 

Or fades my earthly bliss? 
My comfort still is this, 

May Jesus Christ be praised. 
 

In heav'n's eternal bliss 
The loveliest strain is this, 

May Jesus Christ be praised: 
The powers of darkness fear, 

When this sweet chant they hear, 
May Jesus Christ be praised. 

 
Let earth's wide circle round 

In joyful notes resound, 
May Jesus Christ be praised: 

Let air and sea and sky, 
From depth to height, reply, 
May Jesus Christ be praised. 
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Be this, while life is mine, 
My canticle divine, 

May Jesus Christ be praised: 
Be this th'eternal song, 
Through all the ages on, 

May Jesus Christ be praised. 
 
Prayer of Adoration 
God of light and truth, you are beyond our grasp or 
conceiving. Before the brightness of your presence the 
angels veil their faces. With lowly reverence and adoring 
love we acclaim your glory and sing your praise, for you 
have shown us your truth and love in Jesus Christ, our 
Savior. Amen. 
 
Affirmation of Faith             Colossians 1:15-20 
Minister: Who is Jesus and why did he come? 
All: We believe Jesus Christ is the image of the 
invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by 
him all things were created, in heaven and on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or authorities—all things 
were created through him and for him. And he is 
before all things, and in him all things hold 
together. And he is the head of the body, the 
church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from 
the dead, that in everything he might be 
preeminent. For in him all the fullness of God was 
pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to 
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himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, 
making peace by the blood of his cross. 
 
Doxology           Old Hundredth 

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below! 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!  Amen. 
 

Prayer of Confession 
Forgive us our sins, O Lord. 
Forgive us the sins of our youth and the sins of 
our age, 
the sins of our soul and the sins of our body, 
our secret and our whispering sins, 
our presumptuous and our careless sins, 
the sins we have done to please ourselves, 
and the sins we have done to please others. 
Forgive us the sins that we know, and the sins 
that we know not; 
Forgive them, O Lord, 
Forgive them all because of your great goodness. 
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
Private Confession 
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Song            Approach My Soul, the Mercy Seat 
Approach my soul, the mercy seat 

Where Holy One and helpless meet 
There fall before my Judge’s feet 

Thy promise is my only plea, O God 
  

Send wings to lift the clutch of sin 
You who dwell between the cherubim 

From war without and fear within 
Relieve the grief from the shoulders of crumbling men 

  
Chorus: 

O God, pour out Your mercy to me 
My God, oh what striking love to bleed. 

  
Fashion my heart in Your alchemy 

With the brass to front the devil's perjury 
And surefire grace my Jesus speaks 

I must; I will; I do believe, Oh Lord. (Chorus) 
 

Words of Pardon and Comfort               Isaiah 55:6-7 
Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while 
he is near; let the wicked forsake his way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the Lord, 
that he may have compassion on him, and to our God, for 
he will abundantly pardon. 
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Song        How Great Thou Art 
Oh Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 
Consider all the worlds Thy hands have made 

I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder 
Thy power throughout the universe displayed 

  
Refrain: 

Then sings my soul, My Savior, God, to Thee: 
‘How great thou art, How great thou art.’ 

Then sings my soul, My Savior, God, to Thee 
‘How great Thou art, How great Thou art!’ 

  
When through the woods, and forest glades I wander 

I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 

And hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze: (Refrain) 
  

And when I think, that God, His Son not sparing, 
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in; 

That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing: 
He bled and died to take away my sin. (Refrain) 

  
When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 

And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 
Then I shall bow with humble adoration 

And then proclaim, ‘My God How great Thou art!’ 
(Refrain) 

(Children through Kindergarten are dismissed for 
Children’s Church; they will return for Communion.) 
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Prayer of Intercession  
 Concluded by the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
High Desert Highlights     See ‘Church Life’ on page 15 
 
Prayer of Dedication 
 
Offertory 
If you have a financial gift, you may place it in the 
offering plate, located on the information table.  
Donations can also be given electronically; see 
highdesertpca.com for more information. 
 
Scripture                 John 12:1-11 
          
Sermon               Rev. Dan Rose 

“The Anointing of Jesus” 
So That You May Believe: The Gospel of John 
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Song                   More Love to Thee 
More love to Thee, O Christ, more love to Thee! 
Hear Thou the prayer I make on bended knee. 

This is my earnest plea: More love, O Christ, to Thee; 
  

Refrain: 
More love (more love), More love (more love), 

More love to Thee, 
More love (more love), more love (more love), to Thee! 

  
Once earthly joy I craved, sought peace and rest; 

Now Thee alone I seek, give what is best. 
This all my prayer shall be: More love, O Christ to Thee; 

(Refrain) 
  

Then shall my latest breath whisper Thy praise; 
This be the parting cry my heart shall raise; 

This still its prayer shall be: More love, O Christ to Thee; 
(Refrain) 

 
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
This is a time for all people to seek the Lord. For 
Christians, the Lord’s Supper (also called Communion or 
The Eucharist, which means ‘thanksgiving’) is a time to 
meet with their Savior by faith, to be strengthened and 
renewed by Him as they eat and drink the elements. All 
baptized Christians who trust in Christ alone as their 
Savior and Lord, belong to a church that embraces the 
gospel, are at peace with their fellow neighbor, and seek 
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strength and grace to live more faithfully to Christ, are 
invited to participate.  
If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to 
share in this meal, we encourage you to spend this time 
in prayer (see Prayers on page 14) and to consider more 
deeply your relationship to Jesus Christ.  
We also ask that children who have not yet publicly 
professed their faith in Christ refrain from partaking 
until doing so. Both wine (red) and grape juice (white) 
are offered. Gluten-free bread is also available. 
 
Words of Institution 
 
Memorial Acclamation 
Minister: Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of the faith: 
All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will 
come again! 
Minister: Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
All: Therefore let us keep the feast. 
Minister: The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 
Song           Beneath the Cross of Jesus 

Beneath the cross of Jesus 
I fain would take my stand, 

The shadow of a mighty rock 
Within a weary land; 

A home within the wilderness, 
A rest upon the way, 
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From the burning of the noontide heat, 
And the burden of the day. 

  
Upon that cross of Jesus 
Mine eye at times can see 

The very dying form of One 
Who suffered there for me; 

And from my stricken heart with tears 
Two wonders I confess: 

The wonders of redeeming love 
And my unworthiness. 

 
I take, O cross, thy shadow 

For my abiding place; 
I ask no other sunshine than 

The sunshine of his face; 
Content to let the world go by, 

To know no gain nor loss, 
My sinful self my only shame, 

My glory all the cross. 
 
Song                   Jerusalem 

See Him in Jerusalem 
Walking where the crowds are 

Once these streets had sung to Him 
Now they cry for murder 

Such a frail and lonely Man 
Holding up the heavy cross 
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See Him walking in Jerusalem 
On the road to save us 

 
See Him there upon the hill 
Hear the scorn and laughter 

Silent as a lamb He waits 
Praying to the Father 

See the King who made the sun 
And the moon and shining stars 

Let the soldiers hold and nail Him down 
So that He could save them 

 
See Him there upon the cross 

Now no longer breathing 
Dust that formed the watching crowds 

Takes the blood of Jesus 
Feel the earth is shaking now 

See the veil is split in two 
And He stood before the wrath of God 

Shielding sinners with His blood 
 

See the empty tomb today 
Death could not contain Him 
Once the Servant of the world 

Now in vict'ry reigning 
Lift your voices to the One 

Who is seated on the throne 
See Him in the New Jerusalem 

Praise the One who saved us 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Heavenly Father, you have given us a share in the 
one bread and the one cup and made us one with 
Christ. Help us to bring your salvation and joy to 
all the world. We ask this in Christ, our Lord, by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Song                  There is One Gospel 

There is one Gospel on which I stand 
For all eternity 

It is my story my Father's plan 
The Son has rescued me 

Oh what a Gospel oh what a peace 
My highest joy and my deepest need 

Now and forever He is my light 
I stand in the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

 
There is one Gospel to which I cling 

All else I count as loss 
For there where justice and mercy meet 

He saved me on the cross 
No more I boast in what I can bring 

No more I carry the weight of sin 
For He has brought me from death to life 

I stand in the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
 

There is one Gospel where hope is found 
The empty tomb still speaks 

For death could not keep my Saviour down 
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He lives and I am free 
Now on my Saviour I fix my eyes 

My life is His and His hope is mine 
For he has promised I too will rise 

I stand in the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
 

And in this Gospel the church is one 
We do not walk alone 

We have His Spirit as we press on 
To lead us safely home 

And when in glory still I will sing 
Of this old story that rescued me 

Praise to my Saviour the King of life 
I stand in the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

 
And when in glory still I will sing 
Of this old story that rescued me 

Praise to my Saviour the King of life 
I stand in the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
Praise to my Saviour the King of life 
I stand in the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
I stand in the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

 
Benediction 
 
Postlude    
 

 
All songs used by permission. CCLI License #11101021 
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Prayers 
 
Prayer for Those Searching for Truth:  Lord Jesus, you claim 
to be the way, the truth, and the life.  Grant that I might be 
undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the 
reasons for doing so.  If what you claim is true, please guide 
me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are.  Give 
me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and 
that leads to the life you promise.  Amen. 
 
Prayer of Belief:  Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker 
and more sinful than I ever dared admit, but through you I am 
more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope.  I thank you 
for paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in 
order to offer me complete forgiveness.  Knowing that you 
have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and 
receive you as my Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin:  Lord Jesus, grant that 
I may see in you the fulfillment of all my need and may turn 
from every false satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living 
bread.  Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, 
and run with perseverance the race set before me, looking to 
you, the Pioneer and Perfecter of my faith.  Amen. 
 
Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to 
follow you in baptism and in a life of committed discipleship 
in your church.  Grant that I may take the necessary steps to 
be one with your people and live in the fullness of your Spirit.  
Amen. 


