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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Order of Worship                 May 24, 2026 
 

Reflection 
Rest is never found in the quest to understand; rest is 
found in trusting the One who understands it all. 

- Paul Tripp 
 
Prelude 
As worship begins, please silence your electronic devices. 
 
Call to Worship                             Psalm 40 
Leader: I waited patiently for the LORD; he turned to me 
and heard my cry. 
People: He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of 
the mud and mire; he set my feet on a rock and 
gave me a firm place to stand. 
Leader: He put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of praise 
to our God. 
People: Many will see and fear and put their trust 
in the LORD. 
 
Song       Come, People of the Risen King 

Come people of the Risen King 
Who delight to bring Him praise 

Come all and tune your hearts to sing 
To the Morning Star of grace 
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From the shifting shadows of the earth 
We will lift our eyes to Him 

Where steady arms of mercy reach 
To gather children in 

 
Chorus: 

Rejoice rejoice let ev'ry tongue rejoice 
One heart one voice 

O Church of Christ rejoice 
 

Come those whose joy is morning sun 
And those weeping through the night 

Come those who tell of battles won 
And those struggling in the fight 

For His perfect love will never change 
And His mercies never cease 

But follow us through all our days 
With the certain hope of peace (Chorus) 

 
Come young and old from ev'ry land 

Men and women of the faith 
Come those with full or empty hands 

Find the riches of His grace 
Over all the world His people sing 
Shore to shore we hear them call 

The truth that cries through ev'ry age 
Our God is all in all (Chorus) 
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Prayer of Adoration 
Our glorious God, we gather this morning to worship you, 
our God, who brought us out of darkness and into the 
light of your Son. Be pleased with our worship this 
morning, as we worship in Spirit and in truth, knowing 
that we have been set free from sin through your great 
love for us. Amen. 
 
Affirmation of Faith  The Heidelberg Catechism, Q. 26 
Minister: Who is God, the Father Almighty, creator of 
heaven and earth?  
All: God is the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who out of nothing created heaven and 
earth and everything in them, who still upholds 
and rules them by his eternal counsel and 
providence, is my God and Father because of 
Christ his Son. 
I trust him so much that I do not doubt he will 
provide whatever I need for body and soul, and he 
will turn to my good whatever adversity he sends 
me in this sad world. He is able to do this because 
he is almighty God; he desires to do this because 
he is a faithful Father. 
 
Doxology         Lasst Uns Erfreuen 

Let all things their creator bless, 
And worship him with humbleness! 

O praise him, Alleluia! 
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, 
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And praise the Spirit, Three in One, 
O praise him! O praise him! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
Prayer of Confession 
O God, we confess that we have fled when you 
have sought, we have stopped our ears when you 
spoke, we have forgotten the good you bring, and 
we have despised your correction. Yet, in our 
lostness, you have sent Christ to help us: he is our 
mediator, our redeemer, whose blood is our 
peace, whose righteousness is our strength, 
whose condemnation is our freedom, whose 
Spirit is our power, and whose heaven is our 
heritage. Grant us the strength of your grace to 
subdue that within us that must be changed, in 
loosing us from those things that would bind, 
supporting us in trials, near us in temptation, 
cleansing our consciences of offense before you 
and others. Through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen. 
 
Private Confession 
 
Song                                   Here is Love 

Here is love, vast as the ocean, 
Loving-kindness as the flood, 

When the Prince of Life, our ransom, 
Shed for us His precious blood. 

 



 
5 

Who His love will not remember? 
Who can cease to sing His praise? 

He can never be forgotten 
Throughout Heav'n's eternal days. 

  
On the mount of crucifixion 

Fountains opened deep and wide; 
Through the floodgates of God's mercy 

Flowed a vast and gracious tide. 
Grace and love, like mighty rivers, 

Poured incessant from above; 
Heaven's peace and perfect justice 

Kissed a guilty world in love. 
 

Let me all Thy love accepting, 
Love Thee ever all my days; 

Let me seek Thy kingdom only 
And my life be to Thy praise; 
Thou alone shall be my glory, 
Nothing in this world I see. 

Thou hast cleansed and sanctified me, 
Thou Thyself hast set me free. 

 
In Thy truth Thou dost direct me 
By Thy Spirit through Thy Word; 

And Thy grace my need is meeting 
as I trust in Thee, my Lord. 
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Of Thy fullness Thou art pouring 
Thy great love and pow'r on me, 

Without measure, full and boundless, 
Drawing out my heart to Thee. 

 
Words of Pardon and Comfort       Colossians 1:13-14 
He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and 
transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in 
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
 
Song                    Holy, Holy, Holy 

Holy, holy, holy! 
Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning 

our song shall rise to Thee; 
Holy, holy, holy, 

merciful and mighty! 
God in three Persons, 

Blessed Trinity! 
 

Holy, holy, holy! 
All the saints adore Thee, 

Casting down their golden crowns 
around the glassy sea; 

Cherubim and seraphim 
falling down before Thee, 

Who wert and art and 
ever more shall be. 
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Holy, holy, holy! 
Though the darkness hide Thee, 

Though the eye of sinful man 
Thy glory may not see 

Only Thou art holy; 
there is none beside Thee, 

Perfect in power, 
in love, and purity. 

 
Holy, holy, holy! 

Lord God Almighty! 
All Thy works shall praise Thy name 

In earth, and sky, and sea; 
Holy, holy, holy; 

merciful and mighty! 
God in three Persons, 

Blessed Trinity! 
 

(Children through Kindergarten are dismissed for 
Children’s Church; they will return for Communion.) 

 
Prayer of Intercession  

 Concluded by the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 
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deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
High Desert Highlights     See ‘Church Life’ on page 15 
 
Prayer of Dedication 
 
Offertory 
If you have a financial gift, you may place it in the 
offering plate, located on the information table.  
Donations can also be given electronically; see 
highdesertpca.com for more information. 
 
Scripture              Ecclesiastes 1:1-18 
 
Sermon          Rev. Dan Rose 

“Vanity of Vanities” 
Same Old, Same Old? The Book of Ecclesiastes 

 
Song               More Love to Thee 

More love to Thee, O Christ, more love to Thee! 
Hear Thou the prayer I make on bended knee. 

This is my earnest plea: More love, O Christ, to Thee; 
  

Refrain: 
More love (more love), More love (more love), 

More love to Thee, 
More love (more love), more love (more love), to Thee! 
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Once earthly joy I craved, sought peace and rest; 
Now Thee alone I seek, give what is best. 

This all my prayer shall be: More love, O Christ to Thee; 
(Refrain) 

  
Then shall my latest breath whisper Thy praise; 

This be the parting cry my heart shall raise; 
This still its prayer shall be: More love, O Christ to Thee; 

(Refrain) 
 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
This is a time for all people to seek the Lord. For 
Christians, the Lord’s Supper (also called Communion or 
The Eucharist, which means ‘thanksgiving’) is a time to 
meet with their Savior by faith, to be strengthened and 
renewed by Him as they eat and drink the elements. All 
baptized Christians who trust in Christ alone as their 
Savior and Lord, belong to a church that embraces the 
gospel, are at peace with their fellow neighbor, and seek 
strength and grace to live more faithfully to Christ, are 
invited to participate.  
If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to 
share in this meal, we encourage you to spend this time 
in prayer (see Prayers on page 14) and to consider more 
deeply your relationship to Jesus Christ.  
We also ask that children who have not yet publicly 
professed their faith in Christ refrain from partaking 
until doing so. Both wine (red) and grape juice (white) 
are offered. Gluten-free bread is also available. 
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Words of Institution 
 
Memorial Acclamation 
Minister: Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of the faith: 
All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will 
come again! 
Minister: Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
All: Therefore let us keep the feast. 
Minister: The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 
Song                  For the Bread 

For the bread which you have broken, 
For the wine which you have poured, 

For the words, which you have spoken, 
Now we give you thanks O Lord. 

  
By this pledge that you do love us, 

By your gift of peace restored, 
By your call to heaven before us, 

Sanctify our lives O Lord. 
  

With our sainted ones in glory, 
Seated at our Father’s board, 

May the Church that waits now for Thee, 
Keep love’s tie unbroken Lord. 

  
In your service Lord defend us. 

In our hearts keep watch and ward. 
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In the world where’r you send us, 
May your kingdom come O Lord 

 
Song                   The Old Rugged Cross 

On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross, 
The emblem of suffering and shame; 

And I love that old cross where the dearest and best 
For a world of lost sinners was slain. 

 
Refrain: 

So I'll cherish the old rugged cross, 
Till my trophies at last I lay down; 
I will cling to the old rugged cross, 

And exchange it someday for a crown. 
 

O that old rugged cross, so despised by the world, 
Has a wondrous attraction for me; 

For the dear Lamb of God left his glory above 
To bear it to dark Calvary. (Refrain) 

 
In that old rugged cross, stained with blood so divine, 

A wondrous beauty I see, 
For 'twas on that old cross Jesus suffered and died, 

To pardon and sanctify me. (Refrain) 
 

To that old rugged cross I will ever be true, 
Its shame and reproach gladly bear; 

Then he'll call me some day to my home far away, 
Where his glory forever I'll share. (Refrain) 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Gracious God, Jesus is the center point of history, 
and his presence is our new beginning. Center 
our lives on your lavish grace that not only saves 
but renews us to be like Jesus. May our godly 
living be a fitting testimony of thanksgiving that 
draws others to the joyful reign of Christ the 
King.  Amen. 
 
Song                   I Will Trust My Savior Jesus  

I will trust my savior Jesus 
When my darkest doubts befall 

Trust Him when to simply trust Him 
Seems the hardest thing of all 

 
I will trust my savior Jesus 

Trust Him when my strength is small 
For I know the shield of Jesus 

Is the safest place of all 
 

Chorus:  
Jesus, only Jesus 

Help me trust You more and more 
Jesus, only Jesus 

May my heart be ever Yours 
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I will trust my savior Jesus 
He has said His way is best 

And I know the path He's chosen 
Leads to everlasting rest (Chorus) 

 
Oh on that cross, how it was seen 

I can go now ever trusting in the One who died for me 
What could I bring, for Your gift is complete 

So I trust You, simply trust You, 
 Lord with every part of me (Chorus) 

 
Benediction 
 
Postlude 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All songs used by permission. CCLI License #11101021 



 
14 

Prayers 
 
Prayer for Those Searching for Truth:  Lord Jesus, you claim 
to be the way, the truth, and the life.  Grant that I might be 
undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the 
reasons for doing so.  If what you claim is true, please guide 
me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are.  Give 
me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and 
that leads to the life you promise.  Amen. 
 
Prayer of Belief:  Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker 
and more sinful than I ever dared admit, but through you I am 
more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope.  I thank you 
for paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in 
order to offer me complete forgiveness.  Knowing that you 
have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and 
receive you as my Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin:  Lord Jesus, grant that 
I may see in you the fulfillment of all my need and may turn 
from every false satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living 
bread.  Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, 
and run with perseverance the race set before me, looking to 
you, the Pioneer and Perfecter of my faith.  Amen. 
 
Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to 
follow you in baptism and in a life of committed discipleship 
in your church.  Grant that I may take the necessary steps to 
be one with your people and live in the fullness of your Spirit.  
Amen. 


