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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Order of Worship                                     March 3, 2024

Reflection
May our passion for Christ always be greater than our passion for an 
easy and comfortable life.

- Buck Parsons
Prelude

As worship begins, please silence your electronic devices.

Call to Worship                             Psalm 113
Leader: Praise the LORD! Praise him, O servants of the LORD!
People: Let our tongues praise the name of the LORD!
Leader: Blessed be the name of the LORD from this time forth and 
forevermore!
People: From the rising of the sun to its setting, the name of the 
LORD is to be praised!

Song       Father, Long Before Creation
Father, long before creation

Thou hadst chosen us in love,
And that love so deep, so moving,

Draws us close to Christ above.
Still it keeps us, still it keeps us.

Firmly fixed in Christ alone.
Though the world may change its fashion,

Yet our God is e’er the same;
His compassion and His covenant
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Through all ages will remain.
God’s own children, God’s own children

Must forever praise His name.

God’s compassion is my story,
Is my boasting all the day;

Mercy free and never failing
Moves my will, directs my way.

God so loved us, God so loved us
That His only Son He gave.

Loving Father now before Thee
We will ever praise Thy love,

And our songs will sound unceasing
‘Til we reach our home above,

Giving glory, giving glory
To our God and to the Lamb.

Giving glory, giving glory
To our God and to the Lamb.

Prayer of Adoration
Most holy God, you are the source of all that is good and beautiful: 
you are life, you are love, you are light; you are the very breath we 
breathe. You redeem, you restore, and you heal. Work in our hearts 
and make us new as we join our voices to declare your praise. Amen.

Affirmation of Faith         Scots’ Confession, Chapter One
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We confess and acknowledge one God alone, to whom alone we 
must cleave, whom alone we must serve, whom only we must 
worship, and in whom alone we put our trust.
He is eternal, infinite, immeasurable, incomprehensible,
omnipotent, invisible, one in substance and yet distinct in three 
persons:  the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost.
By him we confess and believe all things in heaven and earth, 
visible and invisible, to have been created, to be retained in their 
being, and to be ruled and guided by his inscrutable providence 
for such end as his eternal wisdom, goodness, and justice have 
appointed and to the manifestation of his own glory.

Doxology             Old Hundredth
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow,

Praise Him all creatures here below!
Praise Him above ye heavenly host,

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!  Amen.

Prayer of Confession
Forgive us our sins, O Lord.
Forgive us the sins of our youth and the sins of our age,
the sins of our soul and the sins of our body,
our secret and our whispering sins,
our presumptuous and our careless sins,
the sins we have done to please ourselves,
and the sins we have done to please others.
Forgive us the sins that we know, and the sins that we know not.
Forgive them, O Lord,
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Forgive them all because of your great goodness.
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Private Confession

Song              Satisfied
All my life long I had panted

For a drink from some cool spring
That I hoped would quench the burning

Of the thirst I felt within.
 

Chorus:
Hallelujah!  He has found me,

The One my soul so long has craved!
Jesus satisfies all my longings

Through His blood I now am saved.
 

Feeding on the filth around me
Til my strength was almost gone.

Longed my soul for something better
Only still to hunger on. (Chorus)

 
Poor I was and sought for riches

Something that would satisfy.
But the dust I gathered 'round me

Only mocked my soul's sad cry. (Chorus)
 

Well of water ever springing
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Bread of life so rich and free.
Untold wealth that never faileth,
My Redeemer is to me. (Chorus)

Words of Pardon and Comfort                      Psalm 145:13-14
The LORD is faithful in all his words, and gracious in all his deeds. 
The LORD upholds all who are falling, and raises up all who are 
bowed down.

Song                      Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah
Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah,
Pilgrim through this barren land.
I am weak, but Thou art mighty;

Hold me with Thy powerful hand.
Bread of Heaven, Bread of Heaven,

Feed me now and ever more;
Feed me now and ever more.

 
Open now the crystal fountain,

Whence the healing stream doth flow;
Let the fiery, cloudy pillar

Lead me all my journey through.
Strong Deliverer, strong Deliverer,

Be Thou still my strength and shield;
Be Thou still my strength and shield.

  
When I tread the verge of Jordan,

Bid my anxious fears subside;
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Death of deaths, and hell’s destruction,
Land me safe on Canaan’s side.

Songs of praises, songs of praises,
I will ever give to Thee;
I will ever give to Thee.

 
Musing on my habitation,

Musing on my heav’nly home,
Fills my soul with holy longings:
Come, my Jesus, quickly come;

Vanity is all I see;
Lord, I long to be with Thee!
Lord, I long to be with Thee!

(Children through Kindergarten are dismissed for Children’s 
Church; they will return for Communion.)

Prayer of Intercession  Concluded by the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever.  Amen.
High Desert Highlights        See ‘Church Life’ on page 16

Prayer of Dedication
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Offertory
If you have a financial gift, you may place it in the offering plate, 
located on the information table.  Donations can also be given 
electronically; see highdesertpca.com for more information.

Scripture                 James 4:-11-5:6

Sermon                  Rev. Dan Rose
“The Courtroom, The Calendar, and The Checkbook”

A Faith That Works: The Book of James

Song                  Only a Holy God
Who else commands all the hosts of heaven
Who else could make every king bow down
Who else can whisper and darkness trembles

Only a Holy God
What other beauty demands such praises
What other splendor outshines the sun
What other majesty rules with justice

Only a Holy God

Chorus:
Come and behold Him
The One and the Only

Cry out, sing holy
Forever a Holy God

Come and worship the Holy God



8

What other glory consumes like fire
What other power can raise the dead
What other name remains undefeated

Only a Holy God (Chorus)

Who else could rescue me from my failing
Who else would offer His only Son

Who else invites me to call Him Father
Only a Holy God

Only my Holy God! (Chorus)

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper
This is a time for all people to seek the Lord. For Christians, the 
Lord’s Supper (also called Communion or The Eucharist, which 
means ‘thanksgiving’) is a time to meet with their Savior by faith, to 
be strengthened and renewed by Him as they eat the bread and drink 
the elements. All baptized Christians who trust in Christ alone as 
their Savior and Lord, belong to a church that embraces the gospel, 
are at peace with their fellow neighbor, and seek strength and grace 
to live more faithfully to Christ, are invited to participate. 
If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this 
meal, we encourage you to spend this time in prayer (see Prayers on 
page 15) and to consider more deeply your relationship to Jesus 
Christ. 
We also ask that children who have not yet publicly professed their 
faith in Christ refrain from partaking until doing so. Both wine (red) 
and grape juice (white) are offered. Gluten-free bread is also 
available.
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Words of Institution

Memorial Acclamation
Minister: Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of the faith:
All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again!
Minister: Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
All: Therefore, let us keep the feast.
Minister: The gifts of God for the people of God.

Song                            For the Bread
For the bread which you have broken,
For the wine which you have poured,

For the words, which you have spoken,
Now we give you thanks O Lord.
 By this pledge that you do love us,

By your gift of peace restored,
By your call to heaven before us,

Sanctify our lives O Lord.
 

With our sainted ones in glory,
Seated at our Father’s board,

May the Church that waits now for Thee,
Keep love’s tie unbroken Lord.

 
In your service Lord defend us.

In our hearts keep watch and ward.
In the world where’r you send us,
May your kingdom come O Lord
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Song                Blessed Assurance
Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!
O what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,

born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.

Refrain:
This is my story, this is my song,

praising my Savior all the day long;
this is my story, this is my song,

praising my Savior all the day long.
Perfect submission, perfect delight,

visions of rapture now burst on my sight;
angels descending bring from above

echoes of mercy, whispers of love. (Refrain)

Perfect submission, all is at rest;
I in my Savior am happy and blest,

watching and waiting, looking above,
filled with his goodness, lost in his love. (Refrain)

Prayer of Thanksgiving
We thank you, O God, that through Word and sacrament you 
have given us your Son, who is the true bread from heaven and 
food of eternal life. Strengthen us in your service that our daily 
living may show our thanks, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen.
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Song                     His Love Can Never Fail
I do not ask to see the way
My feet will have to tread;

But only that my soul may feed
Upon the living Bread.

'Tis better far that I should walk
By faith close to His side;

I may not know the way I go,
But oh, I know my Guide.

Refrain:
His love can never fail,
His love can never fail,

My soul is satisfied to know His love can never fail.
My soul is satisfied to know His love can never fail.

And if my feet would go astray,
They cannot, for I know

That Jesus guides my falt'ring steps,
As joyfully I go.

And tho' I may not see His face,
My faith is strong and clear,

That in each hour of sore distress
My Savior will be near. (Refrain)

I will not fear, tho' darkness come
Abroad o'er all the land,

If I may only feel the touch
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Of His own loving hand.
And tho' I tremble when I think

How weak I am, and frail,
My soul is satisfied to know

His love can never fail. (Refrain)

Benediction

Postlude

All songs used by permission. CCLI License #11101021
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Prayers

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth:  Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, 
the truth, and the life.  Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of 
following you as I consider the reasons for doing so.  If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are.  
Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads 
to the life you promise.  Amen.

Prayer of Belief:  Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful 
than I ever dared admit, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I 
ever dared hope.  I thank you for paying my debt on the cross, taking what I 
deserved in order to offer me complete forgiveness.  Knowing that you have 
been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior 
and Lord.  Amen.

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin:  Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you 
the fulfillment of all my need, and may turn from every false satisfaction to 
feed on you, the true and living bread.  Enable me to lay aside the sin that 
clings so closely, and run with perseverance the race set before me, looking to 
you, the Pioneer and Perfecter of my faith.  Amen.

Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in 
baptism and in a life of committed discipleship in your church.  Grant that I 
may take the necessary steps to be one with your people and live in the 
fullness of your Spirit.  Amen.


