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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Order of Worship        October 4, 2026 
 

Reflection 
For the Christian, the best is always yet to be... Our 
Father’s wealth is immeasurable, and we will inherit the 
entire estate.  

– J.I. Packer 
 
Prelude 
As worship begins, please silence your electronic devices. 
 
Call to Worship                      1 Chronicles 29 
Leader: Blessed are you, O Lord God, forever and ever. 
People: All that is in the heavens and in the earth 
is yours. Riches and honor come from you, and 
you rule over all. 
Leader: In your hand are power and might, and in your 
hand it is to make great and to give strength to all. 
People: We thank you, our God, and praise your 
glorious name. 
 
Song         Mighty to Save 

Everyone needs compassion, 
Love that's never failing. 

Let mercy fall on me. 
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Everyone needs forgiveness, 
The kindness of a Savior. 

The Hope of nations. 
 

Chorus: 
Savior, He can move the mountains. 

My God is mighty to save. 
He is mighty to save. 

Forever, Author of salvation. 
He rose and conquered the grave. 

Jesus conquered the grave. 
 

So take me as You find me, 
All my fears and failures. 

Fill my life again. 
I give my life to follow, 
Everything I believe in. 

Now I surrender.(Chorus) 
 

Shine your light, 
And let the whole world see. 
We're singing for the glory 
Of the risen King, Jesus! 

Shine your light, 
And let the whole world see. 
We're singing for the glory 
Of the risen King.(Chorus) 
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Prayer of Adoration 
Our Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer, we gather this 
morning to worship you. We do not do so in an attempt to 
earn your favor or court your blessings, but, rather, we 
seek you because you first sought us. Accept our prayers 
this morning – in speech and in song – and receive the 
praises that we offer. In the name of Jesus we pray, Amen. 
 
Affirmation of Faith  The Heidelberg Catechism, Q. 21 
Minister: What is true faith? 
All: True faith is not only a knowledge and 
conviction that everything God reveals in his 
Word is true; it is also a deep-rooted assurance, 
created in me by the Holy Spirit through the 
gospel, that, out of sheer grace earned for us by 
Christ, not only others, but I too, have had my 
sins forgiven, have been made forever right with 
God, and have been granted salvation. 
 
Gloria Patri                   Meineke 

Glory be to the Father, 
And to the Son, 

And to the Holy Ghost! 
As it was in the beginning, 
Is now and ever shall be: 

World without end, 
Amen, Amen! 
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Prayer of Confession 
Almighty God, we come to you in sorrow for our 
sins, and to humbly confess to you our unbelief. 
While we know and believe that Jesus died for us 
on the cross and that he was raised for us from 
the dead, we admit it often makes little difference 
in our lives. Forgive us, we pray. Enable us to 
fully embrace the truth of the gospel: that our 
love for you may flourish, that our obedience may 
be wholehearted and joyful, and that our witness 
may be more courageous. We ask this in the name 
of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior and triumphant 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Private Confession 
 
Song               Arise, My Soul, Arise 

Arise, my soul, arise,  
shake off your guilty fears;  

The bleeding sacrifice,  
in my behalf appears;  

Before the throne my Surety stands,  
Before the throne my Surety stands,  

My name is written on His hands.  
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Chorus: Arise (arise), arise (arise), arise  
Arise, my soul, arise.  

Arise (arise), arise (arise), arise  
Arise, my soul, arise.  

Shake off your guilty fears and rise  
 

He ever lives above,  
for me to intercede;  

His all redeeming love,  
His precious blood, to plead;  

His blood atoned for every race,  
His blood atoned for every race,  

And sprinkles now the throne of grace. (Chorus) 
 

Five bleeding wounds He bears;  
received on Calvary;  

They pour effectual prayers;  
they strongly plead for me:  

"Forgive him, O forgive," they cry,  
"Forgive him, O forgive," they cry,  

"Don’t let that ransomed sinner die!" (Chorus) 
 

My God is reconciled;  
His pardoning voice I hear;  
He owns me for His child;  

I can no longer fear  
With confidence I now draw nigh,  
With confidence I now draw nigh,  

And "Father, Abba, Father," cry. (Chorus) 
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Words of Pardon and Comfort                 Romans 5:1 
Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Song                  Better is One Day 

How lovely is Your dwelling place, 
O Lord Almighty. 

For my soul longs and even faints for You. 
For here my heart is satisfied 

Within Your presence. 
I sing beneath the shadow of Your wings. 

 
Chorus (x2): 

Better is one day in Your courts, 
Better is one day in Your house, 
Better is one day in Your courts, 

Than thousands elsewhere. 
 

One thing I ask and I would seek: 
To see Your beauty, 

To find You in the place 
Your glory dwells. (Repeat) 

(Chorus x2) 
 

My heart and flesh cry out 
For You, the Living God. 

Your Spirit's water to my soul. 
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I've tasted and I've seen, 
Come once again to me. 
I will draw near to You. 

I will draw near to You. (Chorus x2) 
 

(Children through Kindergarten are dismissed for 
Children’s Church; they will return for Communion.) 

 
Prayer of Intercession  

 Concluded by the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
High Desert Highlights     See ‘Church Life’ on page 16 
 
Prayer of Dedication 
 
Offertory 
If you have a financial gift, you may place it in the 
offering plate, located on the information table.  
Donations can also be given electronically; see 
highdesertpca.com for more information. 
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Scripture                 John 12:36b-50 
          
Sermon               Rev. Dan Rose 

“A Theology of Unbelief” 
So That You May Believe: The Gospel of John 

 
Song                 Rock of Ages 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee; 
Let the water and the blood, 

From Thy wounded side which flowed, 
Be of sin the double cure; 

Save from wrath and make me pure. 
  

Not the labor of my hands 
Can fulfill Thy law’s demands; 
Could my zeal no respite know, 

Could my tears forever flow, 
All for sin could not atone; 

Thou must save, and Thou alone. 
  

Nothing in my hand I bring, 
Simply to the cross I cling; 

Naked, come to Thee for dress; 
Helpless look to Thee for grace; 

Foul, I to the fountain fly; 
Wash me, Savior, or I die. 
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While I draw this fleeting breath, 
When mine eyes shall close in death, 

When I soar to worlds unknown, 
See Thee on Thy judgment throne, 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee 

 
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
This is a time for all people to seek the Lord. For 
Christians, the Lord’s Supper (also called Communion or 
The Eucharist, which means ‘thanksgiving’) is a time to 
meet with their Savior by faith, to be strengthened and 
renewed by Him as they eat and drink the elements. All 
baptized Christians who trust in Christ alone as their 
Savior and Lord, belong to a church that embraces the 
gospel, are at peace with their fellow neighbor, and seek 
strength and grace to live more faithfully to Christ, are 
invited to participate.  
If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to 
share in this meal, we encourage you to spend this time 
in prayer (see Prayers on page 15) and to consider more 
deeply your relationship to Jesus Christ.  
We also ask that children who have not yet publicly 
professed their faith in Christ refrain from partaking 
until doing so. Both wine (red) and grape juice (white) 
are offered. Gluten-free bread is also available. 
 
Words of Institution 
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Memorial Acclamation 
Minister: Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of the faith: 
All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will 
come again! 
Minister: Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us. 
All: Therefore let us keep the feast. 
Minister: The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 
Song                     Amazing Grace 

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found; 
Was blind, but now I see. 

 
'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed. 
 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His Word my hope secures; 

He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

 
Through many dangers, toils, and snares 

I have already come; 
'Tis grace that brought me safe thus far, 

And grace will lead me home. 
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When we've been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 

We've no less days to sing God's praise 
Than when we first begun. 

 
Song            Grace Greater Than Our Sin 

Marvelous grace of our loving Lord, 
Grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt! 
Yonder on Calvary's mount outpoured, 

There where the blood of the Lamb was spilled. 
  

Chorus: 
Grace, grace, God's grace 

Grace that will pardon and cleanse within 
Grace, grace, God's grace 

Grace that is greater than all our sin! 
  

Sin and despair, like the sea waves cold, 
Threaten the soul with infinite loss; 

Grace that is greater, yes, grace untold, 
Points to the refuge, the mighty cross. (Chorus) 

  
Dark is the stain that we cannot hide. 

What can avail to wash it away? 
Look! There is flowing a crimson tide, 

Whiter than snow you may be today. (Chorus) 
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Marvelous, infinite, matchless grace, 
Freely bestowed on all who believe! 
You that are longing to see His face, 

Will you this moment His grace receive? (Chorus) 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
We thank you, O God, that through Word and 
sacrament you have given us your Son, who is the 
true bread from heaven and food of eternal life. 
Strengthen us in your service that our daily living 
may show our thanks, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Song                Our Song from Age to Age 

Oh God of power living Word 
The One who made the stars 

Who with Your glory filled the earth 
From dust made beating hearts 
You loved us when we fell away 

Poured mercy on our souls 
And promised grace would come to save 

To loose death's iron hold 
  

You are our song from age to age 
Our voices unite to recount Your praise 

Again and again 
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Oh God of promises fulfilled 
The God who took on flesh 

Who did all that the Father willed 
Was humbled unto death 

You bore our cross of sin and shame 
Endured our agony 

With gladness we now bear Your name 
And worship at Your feet 

  
Chorus: 

You are our song from age to age 
Our voices unite to recount Your praise 

Again and again 
You are our song from age to age 

We will proclaim Your power to save 
Again and again 

  
Oh God who surely guides our steps 
Through tempests and through trials 
Our Shepherd King Your way is best 

Though tears now veil our eyes 
Your steadfast love our perfect hope 

Our eyes are fixed on grace 
We have no doubt You'll lead us home 

To finally see Your face (Chorus) 
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Oh God of all of history 
Enthroned in realms of light 

What eyes of faith have strained to see 
Will one day fill our sight 

With all the saints we'll lay our crowns 
Before the Savior's feet 

And sing as all the heav'ns resound 
For all eternity (Chorus) 

  
Benediction 
 
Postlude   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All songs used by permission. CCLI License #11101021 
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Prayers 
 
Prayer for Those Searching for Truth:  Lord Jesus, you claim 
to be the way, the truth, and the life.  Grant that I might be 
undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the 
reasons for doing so.  If what you claim is true, please guide 
me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are.  Give 
me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and 
that leads to the life you promise.  Amen. 
 
Prayer of Belief:  Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker 
and more sinful than I ever dared admit, but through you I am 
more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope.  I thank you 
for paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in 
order to offer me complete forgiveness.  Knowing that you 
have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and 
receive you as my Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin:  Lord Jesus, grant that 
I may see in you the fulfillment of all my need and may turn 
from every false satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living 
bread.  Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, 
and run with perseverance the race set before me, looking to 
you, the Pioneer and Perfecter of my faith.  Amen. 
 
Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to 
follow you in baptism and in a life of committed discipleship 
in your church.  Grant that I may take the necessary steps to 
be one with your people and live in the fullness of your Spirit.  
Amen. 


