Order of Worship December 3,
2017

Reflection

Whenever we find that our religious life is making us
feel that we are good—above all, that we are better
than someone else—I think we may be sure that we
are being acted on, not by God, but by the devil.

-C.S. Lewis
Prelude
As worship begins, please silence your electronic
devices.
Call To Worship Luke 1

Leader: Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel,
because he has come and redeemed his people.
People: He has raised up a horn of salvation for
us in the house of his servant David, as he said
through his holy prophets of long ago.

Leader: He did this to show mercy to our fathers and
to remember his holy covenant, the oath he swore to
Abraham.

People: To rescue us from the hand of our
enemies, and to enable us to serve him without
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fear in holiness and righteousness before him all
our days.

Song Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Hark the herald angels sing
"Glory to the newborn King!

Peace on earth and mercy mild
God and sinners reconciled"
Joyful, all ye nations rise
Join the triumph of the skies
With the angelic host proclaim:
"Christ is born in Bethlehem"
Hark! The herald angels sing
"Glory to the newborn King!"

Christ by highest heav'n adored
Christ the everlasting Lord!
Late in time behold Him come
Offspring of a Virgin's womb
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see
Hail the incarnate Deity
Pleased as man with man to dwell
Jesus, our Emmanuel
Hark! The herald angels sing
"Glory to the newborn King!"
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Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Son of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings
Ris'n with healing in His wings
Mild He lays His glory by

Born that man no more may die
Born to raise the sons of earth

Born to give them second birth
Hark! The herald angels sing
"Glory to the newborn King!"

Prayer of Adoration

Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away
the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light,
now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son
Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in
this last day, when he shall come again in his glorious
majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we
may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and
forever. Amen.

Lighting of the Advent Wreath The Prophecy Candle
Isaiah 64:1-9

Reader: We light the first candle of Advent, the

Prophecy Candle. We light this candle as a visible

reminder that Jesus is the Light of the world. The light

shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not

overcome it.
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All: Thanks be to God!

Doxology Old Hundredth
Praise God whose light fills all the earth
Whose love we see in Jesus’ birth
Whose Spirit forms one family
Whose grace brings peace and harmony. Amen.

Prayer of Confession

Father, from eternity you prepared a way for our
redemption through the coming of your Son. You
sent your holy prophets through the generations
to kindle in our hearts a holy anticipation of our
blessed Savior. How we marvel that he was
pierced for our transgressions and crushed for
our iniquities. The healing for which our hearts
long is found through his wounds alone. Grant
us this day, therefore, a measure of your grace
to genuinely confess our sins before you. Renew
us in faith and love that we may welcome Christ
to rule our lives, both nhow and forever. Amen.

Private Confession

Song What Wondrous Love is This
What wondrous love is this,
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O my soul, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this
that caused the Lord of bliss
To bear the dreadful curse
for my soul, for my soul,
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul.

When I was sinking down,
sinking down, sinking down,
When I was sinking down, sinking down,
When I was sinking down
beneath God’s righteous frown,
Christ laid aside His crown
for my soul, for my soul,

Christ laid aside His crown for my soul.

To God and to the Lamb,

I will sing, I will sing;
To God and to the Lamb I will sing.
To God and to the Lamb
Who is the great I Am;
While millions join the theme,
I will sing, I will sing;
While millions join the theme, I will sing.

And when from death I'm free,
I'll sing on, I'll sing on;
And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on.
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And when from death I'm free,
I'll sing and joyful be,
And through eternity
I'll sing on, I'll sing on,

And through eternity I'll sing on.

Words of Pardon and Comfort 1 John 1.5,
9

This is the message we have heard from him and
proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no
darkness at all. If we confess our sins, he is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.

Song O Little Town of Bethlehem
O little town of Bethlehem
How still we see thee lie
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting Light
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight

For Christ is born of Mary
And gathered all above
While mortals sleep, the angels keep
Their watch of wondering love
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O morning stars together
Proclaim the holy birth
And praises sing to God the King
And Peace to men on earth

How silently, how silently

The wondrous gift is given!

So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of His heaven.
No ear may hear His coming,
But in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive him still,

The dear Christ enters in.

O holy Child of Bethlehem
Descend to us, we pray
Cast out our sin and enter in
Be born in us today
We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell
O come to us, abide with us
Our Lord Emmanuel

(Children through Kindergarten are dismissed for
Children’s Church; they will return for Communion.)
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Prayer of Intercession (Concluded by the Lord’s Prayer)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever. Amen.

High Desert Highlights See Announcements on page 15

Offertory

Scripture Galatians
4:1-7

4:1 I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no
different from a slave, though he is the owner of
everything, 2 but he is under guardians and managers
until the date set by his father. 3 In the same way we
also, when we were children, were enslaved to the
elementary principles of the world. 4 But when the
fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son,
born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem
those who were under the law, so that we might
receive adoption as sons. 6 And because you are sons,
God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts,
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crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave,
but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.

Sermon: Rev.
Dan Rose

“What God Gave for Christmas”
Song: The Solid
Rock

My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness;
I dare not trust the sweetest frame,

But wholly lean on Jesus' name.

Chorus:
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand,
All other ground is sinking sand.

When darkness veils his lovely face,
I rest on His unchanging grace;
In ev'ry high and stormy gale
My anchor holds within the veil. (Chorus)

His oath, his covenant, his blood
Support me in the whelming flood;
When all around my soul gives way,

He then is all my hope and stay. (Chorus)
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When He shall come with trumpet sound,
O may I then in him be found;
Dressed in his righteousness alone,
Faultless to stand before the throne. (Chorus)

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper

This is a time for all people to seek the Lord. For
Christians, the Lord’s Supper (also called Communion
or The Eucharist, which means ‘thanksgiving’) is a
time to meet with their Savior by faith, to be
strengthened and renewed by Him as they eat the
bread and drink the elements. All baptized Christians
who trust in Christ alone as their Savior and Lord,
belong to a church that embraces the gospel, are at
peace with their fellow neighbor, and seek strength
and grace to live more faithfully to Christ, are invited
to participate. If you are not a Christian, or if you are
not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage you
to spend this time in prayer (see Prayers on page 14)
and to consider more deeply your relationship to Jesus
Christ. We also ask that children who have not yet
publicly professed their faith in Christ refrain from
partaking until doing so. Both wine (red) and grape
juice (white) are offered in each serving tray.

Words of Institution
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Memorial Acclamation

Minister: Therefore we proclaim the mystery of the
faith:

All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will
come again!

Minister: Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
All: Therefore let us keep the feast.

Minister: The gifts of God for the people of God.

Communion Song For the Bread
For the bread which you have broken,
For the wine which you have poured,
For the words, which you have spoken,
Now we give you thanks O Lord.

By this pledge that you do love us,
By your gift of peace restored,
By your call to heaven before us,
Sanctify our lives O Lord.

With our sainted ones in glory,
Seated at our Father’s board,

May the Church that waits now for Thee,
Keep love’s tie unbroken Lord.

In your service Lord defend us.
In our hearts keep watch and ward.
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In the world where’r you send us,
May your kingdom come O Lord

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Gracious God, Jesus is the center point of
history, and his presence is our new beginning.
Center our lives on your lavish grace that not
only saves but renews us to be like Jesus. May
our godly living be a fitting testimony of
thanksgiving that draws others to the joyful
reign of Christ the King. Amen.

Song Thy Mercy My God
Thy mercy, my God, is the theme of my song,
The joy of my heart. and the boast of my tongue;
Thy free grace alone, from the first to the last,
Hath won my affections, and bound my soul fast.

Without Thy sweet mercy I could not live here;
Sin would reduce me to utter despair;
But, through Thy free goodness, my spirits revive,
And He that first made me still keeps me alive.

Thy mercy is more than a match for my heart,
Which wonders to feel its own hardness depart;
Dissolved by Thy goodness, I fall to the ground,
And weep to the praise of the mercy I've found.
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Great Father of mercies, Thy goodness I own,
And the covenant love of Thy crucified Son;

All praise to the Spirit, Whose whisper divine
Seals mercy, and pardon, and righteousness mine.
All praise to the Spirit, Whose whisper divine
Seals mercy, and pardon, and righteousness mine.

Benediction

Postlude
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All songs used by permission. CCLI License #11101021
Prayers

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth: Lord Jesus, you
claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I
might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I
consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is
true, please guide me, teach me, and open me to the
reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you
that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life you
promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief: Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am
weaker and more sinful than I ever dared admit, but
through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever
dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt on the cross,
taking what I deserved in order to offer me complete
forgiveness. Knowing that you have been raised from the
dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior
and Lord. Amen.

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin: Lord Jesus, grant
that I may see in you the fulfilment of all my need, and
may turn from every false satisfaction to feed on you, the
true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that
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clings so closely, and run with perseverance the race set
before me, looking to you, the Pioneer and Perfecter of my
faith. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to
follow you in baptism and in a life of

committed discipleship in your church. Grant that I may
take the necessary steps to be one with your people, and
live in the fullness of your Spirit. Amen.

Announcements

We will gather for worship next Sunday at 10 am here
at DRMS. Pastor Dan will continue our series in the
book of Galatians.

Men'’s Bible study meets for the last time in 2017 on
Tuesday at the Kolache Factory (PDN and Wyoming)
starting at 615 am.

Next Sunday we will gather at the Clarks’ home

following worship for our Christmas Party. Please
bring a side or dessert to share.
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